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DEPARTMENT TWO - JUDGE RICHARD A BENNETT 
TENTATIVE RULINGS SCHEDULED FOR  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2010 
 
 
 
ARCHER v. FOOD 4 LESS, ET AL. 
Case No.  FCS030626 
 
Motion for Judgment Notwithstanding the Verdict; Motion for New Trial  
 
TENTATIVE RULING 
 
Motion for Judgment Notwithstanding the Verdict 
Defendant Granados’ motion for judgment notwithstanding the verdict is granted. 
 
Even when viewed in the light most favorable to the verdict of the jury, the 
evidence presented at trial does not support a finding that Defendant acted with 
the malice or oppression necessary to justify an award of punitive damages. 
(Wolf v. Walt Disney Pictures & Television (2008) 162 Cal.App.4th 1107, 1138; 
Garretson v, Harold I. Miller (2002) 99 Cal.App.4th 563, 568.)   
 
Motion for New Trial 
 
Defendants’ motion for new trial is denied. 
 
Having independently weighed the evidence, the Court is unable to conclude that 
the jury clearly should have reached a different verdict as to the liability of the 
various parties or a different decision as to the amount of damages. (Code Civ. 
Proc. § 657.)  To the extent that Defendants attempt to challenge the award and 
amount of punitive damages, including their claim of surprise, those grounds 
have been rendered moot by this Court’s decision on the motion for judgment 
notwithstanding the verdict. 
 
 


