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If the notes identify defects, you can file documents with the court to correct them.  Defects that 
are not corrected may result in your petition being denied or the hearing delayed. 
 
Because of processing times and staff shortages, documents filed one or two court days prior to 
the hearing might not be reviewed in time to alter the court’s intended pregrant ruling.   

 

Questions? 
 
You may e-mail the court’s probate staff at probate@solano.courts.ca.gov.   
 
Remember: 

(1) Probate staff cannot give legal advice or discuss your case with you.  

(2) Parties or attorneys may not submit via e-mail any documents intended to address the 
probate notes. Attachments e-mailed directly to probate staff will not be opened.   

Probate notes are not posted for conservatorship matters, ex parte petitions, 
or status conferences. 

Probate notes supplement—but do not replace—the posting of intended 
rulings on probate matters. Please check the court’s website for intended 

rulings on probate matters (“pregrants”) after 2:00 p.m. the court day before 
the scheduled hearing. 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Petition to approve accounting, approve compensation, and for instructions. 

 

 

IDENTIFIED DEFECTS OR ISSUES 

1. It appears that the documents in Exhibit C were meant for Exhibit E and vice-versa.  

2. Petition, Item 22-24: If the court does not approve the purchase of the RV by the trust, does 
the family still intend to purchase it on their own? What is the proposed arrangement for title 
and insurance on the RV? 

3. Petition, Items 25-27; Supplement:  Per Labor Code § 1182.12(b), the increase in 
minimum wage to $10.50 per hour effective January 1, 2017 applies only to employers with 26 
or more employees. The minimum wage increase to $10.50 for employers with 25 or fewer 
employees becomes effective January 1, 2018. Does this affect the trustee’s request for 
instructions on the proposed caregiver salary increases, and if so, how?  

4. Accounting, Schedule C, pp. 3-14: The entries for caregiver salary include payments to both 
Porfirio Topete Sr. and Porfirio Topete Jr. The petition in Items 25-27 refers to a Porfirio Topete 

Case Name: In re the Ishmael Dominic Pizano Special Needs Trust 
Case Number: FPR046095 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History:  
  
Petition(s) or Motion(s): Petition for Approval of Third Account Current of Trustee for the Period of June 

1, 2015 to October 31, 2016; Approval of Trustee’s Fees; Approval of Trust 
Advisory Fees; Approval of Attorney’s Fees; Petition for Authority to Purchase 
Specially Equipped and Handicapped Vehicle Which Will Be Used to Transport 
the Beneficiary and Which Will Accommodate His Special Needs; Petition for 
Instructions Regarding the Purchase of Recreational Vehicle; Petition for 
Authority to Increase Caregiver Salary 

Filed On: December 1, 2016 
Filed By: Westamerica Bank 
Represented By: Randolph Sharon 
  
Objections: None 
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 



 

 

as the beneficiary’s grandfather and does not distinguish between Jr. and Sr. Does the 
beneficiary have five caregivers instead of the four disclosed in the petition? 

5. Aside from the increase in minimum wage, what is the basis for increasing Mayra Andrade’s 
salary from $2,000 to $2,500 per month?  

6. Does the request to increase the caregivers’ salaries by up to 3% annually refer to anticipated 

increases in minimum wage?  

  

RECOMMENDATION  

Petitioner to address issue(s) identified above. 

  



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Motion for summary judgment/summary adjudication. 

 

 

IDENTIFIED ISSUES OR DEFICIENCIES 

File is under review. Please check the court’s pregrant orders posted after 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 20, 2016 for the court’s intended ruling. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

None.   

Case Name: In re the Cheryl Gortemiller Living Trust 
Case Number: FPR046489 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History:  
 

Petition(s) or Motion(s): Motion for Summary Judgment/Summary Adjudication 
Filed On: August 9, 2016 
Filed By: Jill Treanor and Shon Treanor 
Represented By: Steven C. Sanders 
  
Objections: None [ex parte motion to file late opposition denied 12/14/2016] 
Filed On:  
Filed By:  
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Contested motion for attorney fees.  

 

 

 

IDENTIFIED ISSUES OR DEFECIENCIES 

No procedural issues identified.  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Counsel to appear on contested motion.  

 

Case Name: In re the Estate of John Prahl Woods, Deceased 
Case Number: FPR046519 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History: November 23, 2016 
 

Petition(s) or Motion(s): Notice of Motion and Motion for Attorney’s Fees 
Filed On: October 20, 2016 
Filed By: Harmon Woods 
Represented By: Aaron Feldman 
  
Objections: Petitioner Marianne Houlahan’s Memorandum of Points and Authorities in 

Opposition to Respondent’s Motion for Attorney’s Fees 
Filed On: November 8, 2016 
Filed By: Marianne Houlahan 
Represented By: Gerald Beaudoin 
  
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Petition to close estate administration.  

 

 

IDENTIFIED DEFECTS OR ISSUES 

1. The petition seeks extraordinary attorney fees of $486.75. There is no declaration compliant 
with CRC 7.702 on file.  

2. There is no proposed order on file.  

 

  

RECOMMENDATION  

Petitioner to address issue(s) identified above.  

  

Case Name: In re the Estate of Thomas C. Lucas, Deceased 
Case Number: FPR047658 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History:  
  
Petition(s) or Motion(s): First and Final Report of Executor on Waiver of Account, and Petition for Final 

Distribution, and for Allowance of Ordinary and Extraordinary Fees to Attorneys 
Filed On: November 16, 2016 
Filed By: Thomas Lucas 
Represented By: Joseph Canning 
  
Objections: None 
Filed On:  
Filed By:  
Represented By:  
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Spousal property petition. Declaration re: corrections filed December 8, 2016.  

 

 

 

IDENTIFIED DEFECTS OR ISSUES 

No procedural deficiencies identified.  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Judicial discretion whether to grant petition.  
  

Case Name: In re the Estate of Michael Anthony Espinal, Deceased 
Case Number: FPR047936 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History:  
  
Petition(s) or Motion(s): Spousal Property Petition 
Filed On: November 14, 2016 
Filed By: Carmen Espinal 
Represented By: Matthew Lucas 
  
Objections: None 
Filed On:  
Filed By:  
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Petition to determine existence of trust, confirm real property as trust asset, appoint trustee, and 
instruct trustee as to distribution. Supporting memorandum filed November 22, 2016.  

 

 

IDENTIFIED DEFECTS OR ISSUES 

No procedural deficiencies identified. 

 

  

RECOMMENDATION  

Judicial discretion whether to grant petition.  

  

Case Name: In re the Margaret Matthews Revocable Living Trust 
Case Number: FPR047975 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History: November 22, 2016 
  
Petition(s) or Motion(s): Petition to Determine Existence of Trust, to Appoint Trustee, and for 

Instructions 
Filed On: October 17, 2016 
Filed By: James R. Matthews 
Represented By: Thomas R. Healy 
  
Objections: None 
Filed On:  
Filed By:  
Represented By:  
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Petition to open estate administration. 

 

IDENTIFIED DEFECTS OR ISSUES         

1. Petition, Item 2(d)(2):  The petition seeks to set bond at $300,000. However, bond is only 
required on the decedent’s equity in real property and all personal property. Item 3(c)(7) sets 
that cumulative value at $68,000.   

2. Petition, Item 3(c)(2):  It is unclear whether the income identified in Item 3(c)(2) is from 
real property or personal property.  

3. Petition, Item 5(a):  Either box (3) or (4) must be checked. Either box (6) or (7) must be 
checked. 

4. The notice of hearing is on the incorrect form. Notice of a petition to administer a decedent’s 
estate must be given and published using the mandatory Notice of Petition to Administer Estate 
form (DE-121). (CRC 1.31.)  

5. There is no affidavit of publication on file as required by Probate Code section 8124. 

6. There is no proposed order on file.  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Petitioner to address issue(s) identified above.  

Case Name: In re the Estate of Maria Benel, Deceased 
Case Number: FPR048028 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History:  
  
Petition(s) or Motion(s): Petition for Letters of Administration and for Authorization to Administer 

Under the Independent Administration of Estates 
Filed On: November 15, 2016 
Filed By: Jim Ventura 
Represented By: Lewis Phon 
  
Objections: None 
  
Reviewed By: M. Stokes, Probate Examiner // C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 13, 2016 



 

 

PROBATE NOTES 

 

SUMMARY/COMMENTS 

Petition concerning internal affairs of a trust.  

 

 

IDENTIFIED DEFECTS OR ISSUES 

None. 

 

  

RECOMMENDATION  

Judicial discretion whether to grant petition.  

  

Case Name: In re the John I. Ramos Family Trust; Ramos Family Trust 
Case Number: FPR048029 
  
Calendar Date: December 21, 2016 
Prior Calendar History:  
  
Petition(s) or Motion(s): Petition (1) For Redress of Breach of Trust; (2) To Return Real Porperty to Trust; 

(3) For an Accounting; (4) To Instruct the Trustee Not to Engage in Eviction 
Proceedings; (5) To Instruct the Trustee Not to Engage in Self-Dealing; (6) For 
Surcharge; (7) To Remove Trustee and Appoint Private Fiduciary; and (8) for 
Attorneys’ Fees and Costs 

Filed On: November 16, 2016 
Filed By: Steve I. Ramos Jr. and Dani Touchstone 
Represented By: Jonathan Huber/Benjamin Fox 
  
Objections: None 
Filed On:  
Filed By:  
Represented By:  
  
Reviewed By: C. Donovan, Staff Attorney 

Date of Review: December 14, 2016 
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