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Sheriff's Response to the 2004/2005 Solano County Grand Jury Report: An Analysis of Law
Enforcement use of Tasers in Solano County “How Much Force Is Enough”

The findings of the Solano County Grand Jury pertain to Solano County Law Enforcement in
general, and do not specifically identify individual law enforcement agencies. With respect to the
findings and recommendations of the Solano County Grand Jury, the responses of the Sheriff
apply solely to the Sheriff’s Office.

Finding #1: Based on the police taser reports submitted to the Grand Jury and witnesses’
testimony, it appears that Solano County Law Enforcement paolicies in general focus more on
using the taser rather than under what circurnstances Tasers are to be used.

Recommendation #1: Even though police agencies like Vallejo, Fairfield and Dixon have hetter
written policies and procedures, all law enforcement agencies in Solano County should reevaluate
their EMDT procedures and consider the IACP nine-step deployment strategy.

Response: The Sheriff concurs with the finding of the Grand Jury. The Sheriff's Office policy
and procedure is purposely focused on deployment of the taser. When an officer should nor use a
taser is taught during training and is included in rhe training curriculum. It will not be difficult
for the Sheriff's Office to incorporate some general guidelines in our policy and procedure
identifying under what circumstances a taser should not be deployed. We will examine the IACP
ninestep deployment strategy and evaluate this document for potential use in developing a more
comprehensive taser use policy.






